
 
 
 
 
 
 

STANDARDS COMMITTEE  
 

AGENDA 
 
 

Wednesday, 30th April, 2008, at 3.00 
pm 

Ask for: Mary Cooper 

in the Swale 3 - Sessions House, 
County Hall, Maidstone 

Telephone: (01622) 694354 

 
 

UNRESTRICTED ITEMS 
(During these items the meeting is likely to be open to the public) 

 
 

1. Declarations of Interest  

2. Minutes (Pages 1 - 2) 

3. Presentation on website publication  

4. Standard Committee Regulations (Pages 3 - 26) 

5. Survey Results: BMG Satisfaction with the Standards Board for England and 
Attitudes to the Ethical Environment (Pages 27 - 34) 

6. New Standards Recommendations (Pages 35 - 36) 

7. Consultation Paper on Orders and Regulations relating to the Conduct of Local 
Authority Members in England (Pages 37 - 58) 

8. Any other urgent business  

9. Date of next meeting  

 

EXEMPT ITEMS 

(At the time of preparing the agenda there were no exempt items.  During any such items 
which may arise the meeting is likely NOT to be open to the public) 

 
Peter Sass 
Head of Democratic Services and Local Leadership 
 
Tuesday, 22 April 2008 
 
 

Public Document Pack



Please note that any background documents referred to in the accompanying papers 
maybe inspected by arrangement with the officer responsible for preparing the relevant 
report. 
 
(a) As requested by the Committee at its meeting on 19 March 2008, the Chief 

Executive and the Leaders of the three political groups have been invited to attend 
this meeting. 

 
(b) Members of the Remuneration Panel have been invited to attend for Item 3 on the 

agenda. 
 

 



 

  

KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
______________________________ 

STANDARDS COMMITTEE 

MINUTES of a meeting of the Standards Committee held at Sessions House, County Hall, 
Maidstone on Wednesday, 19 March 2008. 

PRESENT:  Miss R MacCrone (Chairman), Mrs N Ahmed OBE DL; Mr L Christie, Mr D S 
Daley, Mr P A Gammon MBE and Mr J F London. 

IN ATTENDANCE:  The Director of Law & Governance, Mr G Wild; Democratic Services 
Manager, Mrs M E Cooper. 

UNRESTRICTED ITEMS 

9. Minutes 
(Item 4)  

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 22 January 2008 are correctly 
recorded and that they be signed by the Chairman.   

Matters Arising 

This being the last meeting of the Committee prior to the retirement of Mr S Ballard, 
it was requested that thanks be recorded for his services to the Committee. 

10. Debrief on Training Event at Gravesend 
(Item 3) – Oral Report by Mr L Christie 

RESOLVED that:- 

(a) the report be noted; 

(b) the programme, together with the case studies, be sent to Members of the 
Committee who were unable to attending the training event; and 

(c) the possibility of arranging places on a future course be explored. 

11. Preparation for new local Standards Regime 
(Item 4 - Report by Miss R MacCrone) 

(1) The Committee discussed the paper in detail and put forward suggestions to 
ensure that Kent County Council was prepared when the new Local Standards Regime 
came into effect. 

(2) RESOLVED that:- 

(a) the report be noted; 

(b) a presentation on the proposed web page on KNet for Standards Committee 
be given to the next meeting of the Committee; and 
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19 March 2008 

  

(c) the Group Leaders, together with the Chief Executive, be invited to the next 
meeting of the Committee. 

12. Date of next meeting 
(Item 5) 

RESOLVED that the next meeting of the Committee be held on 30 April 2008 at 
3pm and also 22 May 2008 at 10am to be held as a provisional date. 
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By: Head of Democratic Services and Local Leadership 

To: Standards Committee – 30 April 2008 

Subject: THE STANDARD COMMITTEE (ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 
2008 

Classification: Unrestricted 

FOR INFORMATION 

 
 

1. Attached Members will find the statutory instrument giving: 
 

• Constitution and General Proceedings of Standards Committees 
and Sub-Committees 

• Procedures relating to Allegations 

 
2. Please note that on pages 19 to 21 an explanatory note of the 
regulations has been included. 
 
 
 

3. Recommendation 
 

Members are asked to note this report. 
 

 
 
 
 
Peter Sass 
Head of Democratic Services and Local Leadership 
Tel: 01622 694002 
 
Background Documents: None 
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By: The Director of Law and Governance 

To: Standards Committee – 30 April 2008 

Subject: NEW STANDARDS REGULATIONS – LONDON BOROUGH OF 
BROMLEY 

Classification: Unrestricted 

FOR DECISION 

 

1. It would appear that the new Draft Regulations permit Standards 
Committees to appoint Independent Members from other Standards 
Committees to deal with specific allegations or complaints.   
 
2. I have been approached by the London Borough of Bromley who have 
suggested that this could represent a pragmatic way of dealing with 
availability/conflict of interest without the need to embark on wide-scale 
recruitment. 
 
3. Initially I am seeking Members’ views on whether they would be prepared 
to cover sharing Independent Members in appropriate circumstances. 
 
 

4. Recommendation 

 

Members’ views are sought. 
 

 
 
 
 
Geoff Wild 

Director of Law and Governance 

Tel: 01622 694302 

 
Background Documents: None 
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By: Head of Democratic Services and Local Leadership 

To: Standards Committee – 30 April 2008 

Subject: SURVEY RESULTS: BMG SATISFACTION WITH THE 
STANDARDS BOARD FOR ENGLAND AND ATTITUDES TO 
THE ETHICAL ENVIRONMENT 

Classification: Unrestricted 

Summary: 
This report summarises the results of the qualitative research 
undertaken by the BMG during November and December 2007. 

 
FOR INFORMATION 

 
 

1. Attached to this report for Members’ information are the results of a 
qualitative research undertaken during November and December 2007. 

 
 
 
 

2. Recommendation 
 

Members are asked to note this report. 
 

 
 
 
 
Peter Sass 
Head of Democratic Services and Local Leadership 
Tel: 01622 694002 
 
Background Documents: None 
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By: Head of Democratic Services and Local Leadership 

To: Standards Committee – 30 April 2008 

Subject: CONSULTATION PAPER ON ORDERS AND REGULATIONS 
RELATING TO THE CONDUCT OF LOCAL AUTHORITY 
MEMBERS IN ENGLAND 

Classification: Unrestricted 

Summary: 
This report gives a summary of responses received by the 
Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG). 

FOR INFORMATION 

 
(1) Members will recall that at their meeting on 22 January 2008 the 
Committee agreed a response to the Government Consultation Paper be 
submitted to the DCLG. 
 

(2) I attach a summary of all responses received by the DCLG. 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Recommendation 
 

Members are asked to note the summary of responses. 
 

 
 
 
 
Peter Sass 
Head of Democratic Services and Local Leadership 
Tel: 01622 694002 
 
Background Documents: None 
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